-

.

COUNTRY Ecuador

J

PLACE
ACQUIRED

NATE OF
Ly

ULASSIFICATIUN T tlal 25X1A

Approved Fmaeeeémuuewgm&z -00457RARZAH9P 1060

INFORMG! 4 )

hgﬁ’g‘g&ﬁ; DISTR. 3 Noverber 1948

SUBJECT 25§ﬁ3Posed Conspiracy against Plaza Administration NO. OF PAGES 1

W‘& NO. OF ENCLS. (
& {LISTED BELOW) ‘

SUPPLEMENT TO .
REPORT NO. 25X1X

25X1X

2.

3.

On 18 October 1948 Vice-President i'ammel Sotomayoer y Luna warned Prasident
Plaza that the Conservative Party had been apvroached by certain Liberals
and leftists in Guayaquil to join a consniracy against the present adminise
tration. This groun claims that they have the support of the rmajority of
units in the Second Division of the Army in Yuayaguil, in a*7ition to.the
support of other units scattered throuphout the country. Sotomayor, a
Conservative, assured Galo Plaza Lasso that his party had declined the invi-
tation to marticipate in any subversive sction aﬁainst the Gowvernment,

is steadily losing supwort
from the Armed Forces. eir srievances stem from tha followings

a. The nronosed reduction of the Armed Forece budret.

b. The pronnsed reorganization of the 'rmed Forces and the reshufling of
ton personnel.

c. The pronosed plan to use the lrmy for road building.

d. Apprehension by Army leaders that Plaza will build up the Cuardia Civil at
the expense of the Arvy in order to vrovide a counterbalance to the
politieal weirht of the Awmy.

According to another source, although Plaza may be losing supnort in the Army,
there is no known defection of the irmed Foreces in the Guayaquil area at this
time. On the controry, the Comrunist leaders are very much concerned over
thelr weak position within the irmed Forces and are inecreasing their efforts
to venetrate the lower ranks in the coastal region. Simon Zambrano, a
Comrunist charped with the nenetration of the Armed Forces, informed Lnrique
Gil Gilbert on 13 October that he had had no success to Jate.
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